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      Dear Partners-In-Ministry,

After traveling 10,000 plus miles, visiting with 24 churches, Sunday school classes and individual supporters, our bright yellow house in Costa Rica was a pleasant sight for our tired bodies.  Our trip to the United States was a marvelous blessing as we had a lovely time visiting with everyone.  It is always a joy to share what God is doing in and through the Methodist Church in Costa Rica with our supporters.  So, thank you all so very much for your prayers as we traveled. And, thank you for opening your hearts, homes, churches and Sunday school classes to us!
The Methodist School

Upon our return to San Jose, we went straight from the airport to the Methodist School.  Yes, it was kind of wild, but we had the airport taxi actually take us and all of our luggage directly to the front door of the Colegio Metodista. Since we had missed the first two days of the new school year, we needed to make up for lost time and meet with Sarah’s teachers, purchase her books and supplies and get her homework.   After only some “basic” unpacking, it was off to bed in order to be up and ready for the

 7 a.m. start of first grade.  So far Sarah seems to love everything about her classes which also include playing on the soccer club!
A few days afterward, Ray began his eighth term as president of the board of directors at the school.   We were able to begin several new ministries this year at the Colegio, all of which are designed to serve and ultimately reach more persons with the Gospel of Christ.  We have five missionary couples (all parents of students) who are helping in English classes and tutoring with students after school.  Two mothers are holding Bible study clubs for girls, plus there’s a Christian karate club in the afternoon. And, two other mothers are praying weekly with the director of the school.  
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Emma sends Sarah off on her1st day of 1st grade
There are currently 1200 students at the Colegio Metodista.  However, when you count their parents, siblings, the employees of the school and their families, the number quickly grows to over 6000 people who have close contact with the Methodist School on a regular basis and who represent a tremendous mission field.   So, please remember the school its students, teachers, administrators and parents in your prayers as we aim to carry the Gospel far beyond those who are in the classrooms.   
Volunteer in Mission Teams

On Saturday, March 18, we said goodbye to three Wesley Foundation work teams.  They were from Georgia Southern Univ., Southern Methodist Univ., and Texas Tech Univ.  All of these groups have worked with us in the past, but this was the first year in which they all had Spring Break at the same time.  So, they came together to form one large team!
In the morning and early afternoons they poured a concert floor, painted the church roof and built a wall at the Methodist Church in Loma Linda. (one of the Puerto Viejo area churches where we have been working for the last five years.)  Then in the afternoons, they traveled to several of the Methodist churches in the area and held VBS. We are most grateful for their willingness to spend their Spring Break in Costa Rica ministering with the church.  They were a tremendous blessing to us and an incredible testimony to all with whom they ministered!!  Thank you Wesleys!!  
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Joint Wesley Foundation Team in front of the church at Loma Linda

The Children’s Worship Center in La Guaria

For over a year now we have been petitioning the municipality of Puerto Viejo for building permits for the Children’s worship center in a neighborhood called La Guaria.  You may remember from our earlier newsletters that this is an area where 30,000 people, mostly Nicaraguan immigrants, live. Most of these children in this area will not finish elementary school.   The church has a large piece of land where we would like to build a worship center, medical clinic, continuing education center and a small kitchen and clothes pantry.  Yet, the government continues to delay in issuing all of the necessary building permits. Please pray for this project.  The mayor of the city has the paperwork now and we are praying for a favorable decision in the next week.
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This is a picture of the current temporary building in La Guaria and where a combined District worship service was held on Sunday, March 12 with the Wesley Foundation teams. 
The Methodist Orphanage

While we were in the United States we were able to meet with a group of people who have generously agreed to be on the board for the new foundation of the Methodist orphanage.  You may remember from our December newsletter that the Methodist Church in Costa Rica approved our request to begin a Methodist orphanage at its annual conference last December.
The first step was to form a board of directors in the U.S. that will govern the Foundation. The board of directors was formed and held its first meeting in January.  The Foundation is called “Hands of God Foundation” and is based in Fairhope, Alabama.  The purpose of this foundation is to raise financial support for the Methodist Orphanage in Costa Rica. Our second step was to form a board of directors in Costa Rica that will oversee the daily operations of the orphanage itself.  Recently, we met with the Bishop of the Methodist Church and the board is currently being formed. 

Now, we are looking for land to build the orphanage on.  We would like to place the orphanage next to one of our Methodist churches and close to the Methodist school, so that the children will be apart of a Christian community.

We are praying for a lot where we can build three houses, a playground and a small office. Once we have the land we will submit building permits to the ministry of health and the government agency which regulates orphanages. Please remember this ministry and us in your prayers.  We are walking where we have never been before and we need a great deal of wisdom and for all of you to walk with us.
We need your help! 

We need to raise the money to purchase the land, and pay for the building plans and permits.  So, if you or anyone you know is interested in helping with the orphanage, the Foundation can receive donations at the following address: 


Hands of God Foundation


558 Washington Drive


Fairhope, Al.  36532


Attn:  Steve C. Pearson 


(251-402-0391)
We’ve also included a statement from the Foundation’s accountant as to its exact tax status. 
" Hands of God Foundation is incorporated under the laws of the State of Alabama as a nonprofit charitable organization and is applying for exemption from taxation under the Internal Revenue Code Section 501(c)(3).  Contributions made to the Foundation are considered charitable and tax deductible.”
The Methodist Seminary

The first week of March, Ray taught 20 students the first half of his Inductive Bible study class on the Gospel of Mark.  They had a wonderful time walking through the process and will meet again the first week of April to complete the course.   The week also proved to be quite exciting as we welcomed nine new students to our San Jose campus.   Today we have approximately 30 fulltime students all of whom are pursuing their degrees in order to serve fulltime in ministry.  

The seminary has been located in the old Methodist Elementary building now for three years, yet the remodeling work has not been completed.  We need to complete the work on the library and the students housing areas.  Please be in prayer for the students as they continue to prepare themselves to serve our Lord and for the institution itself as we labor to make the buildings suitable places of learning.
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Ray teaching his students in one of the renovated classrooms
Praise and Prayer Request
In addition to the prayer request that we have mentioned throughout this newsletter:
· Please join us in giving God tremendous thanksgiving for safe travel while we were in the United States. 
· Please pray for fruit from our months on furlough, that God will provide us with all the financial resources we need to support our ministry and our family.  
I thank my God every time I remember you. In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now.

Phil. 1: 3-5

In His love and for His glory,

Ray and Lidia Zirkel
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